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[bookmark: C413545462152778I0T413995367708333][bookmark: C413889087152778I0T413995495138889][bookmark: C413995523148148I0T413995534722222][bookmark: C413995777777778I0T413995788425926]There are currently 50 million people in the US that lack health insurance. (Milstead, 2013) In the US alone 75% of bankruptcies are considered medical bankruptcies largely due to people not having insurance coverage.(McCaughey, 2008) Interestingly an individual mandate to purchase healthcare was proposed by the politically conservative Heritage Foundation in 1989 as an alternative to single payer healthcare. (Moeller, 2012) In addition to assisting the uninsured this mandate would allow for persons to obtain health care regardless of pre-existing conditions and or financial status. “On March 23, 2010, President Obama signed into law the nation’s first comprehensive health care reform bill, the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Within weeks, twenty states filed lawsuits challenging the constitutionality of its most politically charged feature—an individual purchase mandate. By 2014, the bill requires most individuals to have health insurance. With certain exceptions (pertaining to income level and religious objections), individuals without qualifying coverage will pay an annual tax penalty reaching the greater of $695 ($2,085 per family maximum) or 2.5 percent of household income”. (Gostin, 2010, p. 1) Data from other countries suggests that this system can work; there is no sure way of knowing its success. 	Comment by mphares: who.  When referring to live, animate beings, use who. When referring to inanimate objects, use that.	Comment by mphares: comma	Comment by mphares: When used in a narrative, as opposed to a chart or table, % should be spelled out: “75 percent”	Comment by mphares: In all similar cases, the period should appear after the parenthetical reference: “…insurance coverage (McCaughey, 2008).”  Please check APA for correct formatting.	Comment by mphares: comma	Comment by mphares: hyphen	Comment by mphares: comma	Comment by mphares: delete	Comment by mphares: Why the quotation mark?
[bookmark: C413889144097222I0T413995579513889][bookmark: C413889087152778I0T413995319212963][bookmark: C413995777777778I0T413995841203704]Regardless of which side of the political map you are on, the common thread of the human spirit remains, we must take care of our own. There is only one main argument for those who oppose the individual health insurance mandate. This common argument is, “If you have to have car insurance they why wouldn’t you have to have health insurance?”(Coakley, 2007) Currently the largest problem remains, those people who need health insurance the most are the ones who are being denied coverage or simply can’t afford health insurance. The Affordable care act “United States federal statute signed into law by President Barack Obama on March 23, 2010. Together with the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act, it represents the most significant government expansion and regulatory overhaul of the U.S. healthcare system since the passage of Medicare and Medicaid in 1965.”(McCaughey, 2008, p. 12) Included as a portion of this is the Mandatory Health Insurance Mandate, this is most simply referred to as universal health care or “Obamacare” “Comprehensive health care reform envisages a social contract where everyone shares the cost; one that recognizes all of us may become ill one day. The mandate is not an unjustified limit on freedom, but rather is vital to a decent society. If the social contract must be accomplished the “American way”—through the private system—then the simple logic of insurance has to prevail, which is to spread the risk among everyone—rich and poor, healthy and sick, young and old alike. And for that to happen, the judiciary will have to uphold the individual purchase mandate.”(Gostin, 2010, p. 2) 	Comment by mphares: Not a comma. Use a colon.	Comment by mphares: which	Comment by mphares: comma	Comment by mphares: is that the	Comment by mphares:  This sentence is ungrammatical and is redundant  to what you wrote in the first paragraph. I think you are trying to paraphrase a quote, but it should have been handled differently.	Comment by mphares: delete	Comment by mphares: Need a period to end this sentence.	Comment by mphares: A quote of over 40 words  should have been handled as a “long quotation.” See this link to APA formatting:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/02/
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[bookmark: C413995777777778I0T413996168750000]Countless court hearings as well as commentary related to this mandate have been held, the most common argument and issue raises the question as to whether or not this mandate is constitutional. Most people believe that due to the fact that we require people who own vehicles and drive on state roads are legally required by state laws to have insurance, it should be the same with health insurance. In one hearing held in California one Nancy Pelosi stated the following "This ruling would put the ban on discrimination against people with pre-existing conditions at risk," House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said in a statement. "There have been and will continue to be a wide range of attempts to roll back the law, but as in previous court rulings across the country, I am confident that the Affordable Care Act will ultimately be sustained.” (Daly, 2011)	Comment by mphares: You tend to create run-on sentences.  Make 2 sentences here.	Comment by mphares: legally	Comment by mphares: delete	Comment by mphares: delete	Comment by mphares: colon	Comment by mphares: Pelosi went on to say, “There have…”
[bookmark: C413889144097222I0T413996452083333]There is also the argument that many people will opt out of having insurance all together and just pay the tax penalty. This has the potential to cause problems but as of now there is no way of knowing how this will truly play out due to the subjectivity of this mandate. “Moreover, estimates indicate that the individual mandate will work as intended to counter adverse selection. The CBO concluded that the mandates will cover a broad range of people to take up coverage in the exchanges. As a result the CBO estimates that the influx of healthier enrollees will reduce average premiums by up to 10 percent in the direct purchase market. Conversely, eliminating the mandate would result in adverse selection, increasing premiums by up to 20 percent in the direct purchase market.”(Coakley, 2007, p. 10) 	Comment by mphares: This should be defined as it has not been previously referenced.
By January of 2014 the Individual Health Mandate should be completely phased in and implemented. “Many individuals cannot afford insurance, but others choose not to insure; 
[bookmark: C413995777777778I0T413996645023148]over nine million people with annual incomes over seventy-five thousand dollars had no coverage in 2007.4 Yet many previously healthy people suffer illness or injury and end up requiring treatment in emergency departments, most of which is uncompensated. “Free riders” rely on society to pick up the costs (forty-three billion dollars in 2008) through higher insurance premiums.”(Gostin, 2010, p. 2) 	Comment by mphares: Why is the number 4 there?
[bookmark: C413889064583333I0T413996989814815]One may reason that the benefits of a penalty to those who forego healthcare all together benefit the greater good due to the fact that the money can be rolled into the healthcare of those that can’t afford not to have it. No person should ever have to deal with losing both their health and their livelihood. The positive of this mandate optimistically poses to give those persons who have sickness, accidents, chronic illness etc. a chance to have a life beyond paying medical bills. Although, it may be intended for good, the working person will argue that they shouldn’t have to work so that other “lazy” people can benefit. This is a common dichotomy and soon it could become a greater divide between the poor unemployed and the working middle class. “Importantly the individual mandate yields the most bang for the buck increasing coverage by as much as possible for the least possible cost. By bringing healthy individuals into the insurance risk pool, the mandate will lower the average cost per person, reducing the cost of premium tax credits. With the mandate many of the newly insured will gain private coverage, which also lowers the cost to the public.”(Tanden & Spiro, 2012)	Comment by mphares: delete	Comment by mphares: offers
[bookmark: C413889064583333I0T413996986689815]Other components of the Affordable Care Act are also important in achieving near universal health insurance coverage and mitigating adverse selection. The new law: Expands Medicaid coverage to all individuals with income below 138 percent of the federal poverty level, which will increase enrollment by 17 million people. Creates a state based health insurance exchange and online market place where individuals and small businesses can easily shop for and enroll in quality plans. Provides premium tax credits to individuals, structured to guarantee that premium’s will never exceed a certain percentage of income.  This provides tax credits to small businesses for up to 50 percent of their health insurance costs. Collects payments from plans that have healthier enrollees and makes payments to plans that have less healthy enrollees on average known as risk adjustment. Also, provides insurers with insurance against high-cost enrollees known as reinsurance. (Tanden & Spiro, 2012)	Comment by mphares: If you are going to present all this as a complex series, the correct format starts with a colon as you did, but each item in the series is separated by a semi-colon and is not a separate sentence.	Comment by mphares: At this point, your series has been concluded. So these two sentences need subjects. For example:
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In conclusion the Individual Health Insurance Mandate like any other law or policy will take time to implement, and to work out the flaws. No system is perfect we as a general public can at the very least agree to this. What we have to do however is at the very least attempt to use whatever this law has to offer to it’s fullest potential leaving out agendas and political views. What it inevitably comes to is that this is our health the most important thing we have and we must work to make sure everyone gets the opportunity to be healthy and taken care of . Helplessness is a horrible thing and to leave those most vulnerable helpless would be a travesty. Other countries have tried systems similar and been successful. There is no reason we can’t strive to be better and more successful than these countries. 	Comment by mphares: comma	Comment by mphares: run-on sentence	Comment by mphares: If you use however in the middle of a sentence, it has to be set off by commas. It would be better at the beginning of the sentence with a comma following:  However, what we have to do…	Comment by mphares: its, not it’s.  This is a possessive, not a contraction.	Comment by mphares: …our health is the…	Comment by mphares: The countries you refer to (Sweden, for example) are basically Socialistic and also have a federal  tax rate in the neighborhood of 70 percent. That tax rate supplies the funds to ensure the success you refer to  That’s not the case here.
	

References
[bookmark: R413889144097222I0]Coakley, M. (2007). Mandatory Health Insurance. 
[bookmark: R413995777777778I0]Gostin, L. (2010, Sept-Oct 2010). The National Individual Health Insurance Mandate. Hastings Center Report.
[bookmark: R413889087152778I0]McCaughey, B. (2008). The Truth About Mandatory Health Insurance. Wall Street Journal.
[bookmark: R413545462152778I0]Milstead, J. A. (2013). Health Care Policy and Politics (4th ed.). Burlington, MA: Jones & Barlett Learning.
[bookmark: R413995523148148I0]Moeller, P. (2012). Health Insurance Mandate Penalty.
[bookmark: R413889064583333I0]Tanden, N., & Spiro, T. (2012). The Case for the Individual Mandate in Health Care Reform. American Progress, 1-8.
